
Oso Creek Birds Encyclopedia: Descriptions and Fun Facts 

 

Great Egret (Ardea alba) 

 

The elegant Great Egret is a dazzling sight in many wetland areas. They can be observed in 

marshes, ponds, shores, mud flats and usually forages in rather open areas of water such as along 

edges of lakes, large marshes, shallow coastal lagoons and estuaries, as well as along rivers in 

wooded country. They hunt in classic heron fashion, standing immobile or wading through 

wetlands to capture fish with a deadly jab of their yellow bill. Great Egrets were hunted nearly to 

extinction for their plumes in the late nineteenth century, sparking conservation movements and 

some of the first laws to protect birds. They usually nest in trees or shrubs near water, sometimes 

in thickets some distance from water, sometimes low in marsh. 

Fun Facts: 

• Impressive Size: The Great Egret (Ardea alba) is one of the largest and most majestic of 

the egret species, standing up to 3.3 feet (1 meter) tall with a wingspan of up to 4.3 feet 

(1.3 meters). 

• Distinctive Plumage: During breeding season, Great Egrets develop long, delicate 

plumes called "aigrettes" on their backs. These plumes were once highly sought after for 

use in fashion, leading to overhunting of these birds in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. 

• Global Distribution: Great Egrets are found on every continent, except Antarctica. They 

inhabit a variety of wetland habitats including marshes, swamps, ponds, lakes, and 

coastal areas. 

• Exceptional Hunters: These birds are skilled hunters, employing a variety of techniques 

to catch prey such as fish, frogs, insects, and small mammals. They use their long necks 

and sharp bills to strike swiftly at prey in the water. 

• Courtship Displays: During the breeding season, Great Egrets engage in elaborate 

courtship displays, which may involve aerial acrobatics, mutual preening, and the 

exchange of ritualized calls. 



• Colonial Nesters: Great Egrets typically nest in colonies, often alongside other 

waterbirds such as herons and ibises. They construct large stick nests in trees or shrubs 

near water bodies, where they lay their eggs. 

• Long-Distance Migrants: While some populations are sedentary, many Great Egrets 

undertake long-distance migrations, flying thousands of miles between breeding and 

wintering grounds. They may travel as far as South America from breeding sites in North 

America. 

• Conservation Success: Thanks to conservation efforts and legal protections, populations 

of Great Egrets have rebounded in many parts of their range since the banning of the 

use of aigrettes in the early 20th century. However, habitat loss and pollution remain 

ongoing threats to their survival. 

• Symbolism: Great Egrets have cultural significance in various societies. They have been 

featured in mythology, folklore, and art around the world, symbolizing grace, beauty, 

and wisdom. 

• Adaptability: Despite being primarily associated with natural wetland habitats, Great 

Egrets are also known to frequent artificial habitats such as golf courses, fish ponds, and 

urban parks, showcasing their ability to adapt to human-altered environments. 

 

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) 

 

 

A beautiful, graceful small egret, very active in its feeding behavior in shallow waters. Known by 

its contrasting yellow feet, it’s said to dance in the shallows on golden slippers. They can be 

observed in marshes, swamps, ponds, and shores. They are widespread in many types of aquatic 

habitats, including fresh and salt water, in coastal areas, may seek sheltered bays inland, favors 

extensive marshes and other large wetlands. 

Fun Facts: 

• Distinctive Plumage: Snowy Egrets (Egretta thula) are smaller than Great Egrets, standing 

around 24 inches (61 centimeters) tall. They are known for their striking white plumage, 

contrasting with black legs and bright yellow feet. 



• Elegant Hunting Technique: Like other egret species, Snowy Egrets are skilled hunters. 

They use a unique hunting technique called "canopy feeding," where they use their bright 

yellow feet to stir up the water, flushing out small fish and other prey from beneath the 

surface. 

• Breeding Plumage: During the breeding season, Snowy Egrets develop long, wispy 

plumes on their backs, necks, and heads. These plumes, along with their bright yellow 

feet and black legs, make them particularly stunning to observe. 

• Range and Habitat: Snowy Egrets are found in various wetland habitats throughout the 

Americas, including marshes, swamps, estuaries, and coastal lagoons. They can also be 

found in some freshwater habitats, such as lakes and rivers. 

• Migratory Behavior: While some Snowy Egret populations are sedentary, many 

undertake seasonal migrations. They may travel long distances between breeding and 

wintering grounds, often following the availability of food. 

• Colonial Nesters: Similar to Great Egrets, Snowy Egrets often nest in colonies, sometimes 

alongside other heron and egret species. They construct their nests and lay eggs in trees, 

shrubs, or reed beds near water bodies. 

• Vocalizations: Snowy Egrets are typically quiet birds, but they may produce various 

vocalizations during the breeding season, including soft croaks and squawks. 

• Conservation Status: Snowy Egrets have faced threats in the past due to hunting for their 

plumes and habitat loss. However, conservation efforts, including the protection of 

wetland habitats and legal safeguards, have helped populations recover in many areas. 

• Feeding Associations: Snowy Egrets often form feeding associations with other 

waterbirds, including herons, egrets, and ibises. By foraging together, they may increase 

their chances of locating and catching prey. 

• Cultural Significance: Snowy Egrets, with their elegant appearance and graceful 

movements, have captured the imagination of people around the world and have been 

featured in various cultural works, including literature, art, and folklore. 

 

Green Heron (Butorides virescens) 
 



 
 

From a distance, the Green Heron is a dark, stocky bird hunched on slender yellow legs at the 

water’s edge, often hidden behind a tangle of leaves. Seen up close, it is a striking bird with a 

velvet-green back, rich chestnut body, and a dark cap often raised into a short crest. These small 

herons crouch patiently to surprise fish with a snatch of their daggerlike bill. They sometimes lure 

in fish using small items such as twigs or insects as bait. 

Fun Facts: 

• Small Stature: The Green Heron (Butorides virescens) is a relatively small heron species, 

measuring about 16 to 22 inches (41 to 56 centimeters) in length, with a wingspan of 

approximately 25 to 27 inches (64 to 69 centimeters). 

• Cryptic Coloration: Green Herons have cryptic coloration, with rich greenish-blue 

plumage on their backs and wings, a chestnut neck, and a dagger-like bill. Their 

coloration helps them blend seamlessly into their marshy and wooded habitats. 

• Unique Hunting Technique: Green Herons are known for their distinctive hunting 

technique known as "bait fishing." They may use twigs, feathers, or insects as lures to 

attract fish within striking range. This behavior showcases their intelligence and 

adaptability. 

• Versatile Habitat: While they are primarily associated with wetland habitats such as 

marshes, swamps, and streams, Green Herons can also be found in a variety of other 

environments, including wooded areas, mangroves, and even urban parks with suitable 

water bodies. 

• Nesting Habits: Green Herons are solitary nesters, often building their nests in trees or 

shrubs over water. They construct platform nests made of sticks, reeds, and other plant 

materials. Both parents participate in nest building and incubating the eggs. 

• Vocalizations: Green Herons are typically quiet birds, but during the breeding season 

they may produce a variety of calls, including a series of sharp "skeow" notes or a 

distinctive "kow" call. 



• Migration Patterns: While some populations of Green Herons are sedentary, others 

undertake seasonal migrations, moving southward to warmer climates during the winter 

months. Their migratory patterns can vary depending on local environmental conditions 

and food availability. 

• Territorial Behavior: During the breeding season, Green Herons defend their nesting 

territories aggressively against intruders, including other herons and waterbirds. They 

may engage in aerial displays and vocalizations to deter rivals. 

• Conservation Status: Green Herons are widespread and generally stable in their 

populations, although they may face threats from habitat loss, pollution, and human 

disturbance. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving wetland habitats are crucial for 

their long-term survival. 

• Adaptations: Green Herons possess several adaptations that aid in their hunting 

success, including long legs for wading, sharp bills for catching prey, and specialized 

neck muscles that allow them to strike with precision and speed. 

 

Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) 
 

 
 
The Red-shouldered Hawk is typically a sign of tall woods and water. It’s one of our most 
distinctively marked common hawks, with barred reddish-peachy underparts and a strongly 
banded tail. In flight, translucent crescents near the wingtips help to identify the species at a 
distance. These forest hawks hunt prey ranging from mice to frogs and snakes. A fun fact is the 
Red-shouldered Hawks return to the same nesting territory year after year. 
 
Fun Facts: 

• Distinctive Plumage: Red-shouldered Hawks (Buteo lineatus) are named for the striking 

reddish-brown coloration of their shoulders and upper wings. They also have bold black-

and-white bands on their tails and barred underparts. 

• Vocalization: These hawks are known for their distinctive calls, which include a piercing, 

plaintive scream often heard during their soaring flights. Their vocalizations play a 

significant role in courtship and territorial communication. 



• Habitat Diversity: Red-shouldered Hawks inhabit a variety of forested and wooded 

habitats, including deciduous and mixed woodlands, swamps, riparian areas, and 

wooded suburban neighborhoods. They require large trees for nesting and hunting. 

• Diet: Their diet primarily consists of small mammals such as mice, voles, and squirrels, 

as well as amphibians, reptiles, insects, and occasionally small birds. They hunt by 

perching on elevated branches or soaring over open areas scanning for prey below. 

• Territorial Behavior: Red-shouldered Hawks are territorial during the breeding season, 

defending their nesting territories vigorously against intruders, including other hawks 

and birds of prey. They may engage in aerial displays and vocalizations to assert 

dominance. 

• Courtship Rituals: During courtship displays, male, Red-shouldered Hawks perform 

impressive aerial acrobatics, including steep dives and barrel rolls, to attract potential 

mates. They also engage in mutual preening and vocalizations as part of their courtship 

rituals. 

• Nesting Habits: These hawks build stick nests in the forks of large trees, typically near 

water sources. Both male and female participate in nest construction, which may be 

reused and added to over multiple breeding seasons. 

• Long-term Partnerships: Red-shouldered Hawks are generally monogamous and form 

long-term pair bonds. Mated pairs often return to the same nesting territory year after 

year, reinforcing their bond and familiarity with the area. 

• Conservation Status: While Red-shouldered Hawk populations are generally stable, they 

may face threats from habitat loss, deforestation, and pesticide use. Conservation 

efforts focused on preserving and restoring their forested habitats are essential for their 

continued survival. 

• Legal Protection: Red-shouldered Hawks are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty 

Act in the United States, which prohibits the hunting, capture, or disturbance of these 

birds and their nests without proper permits. This legal protection helps safeguard their 

populations and habitats. 

 

Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 

 



 

Among the bird world’s most skillful fliers, Cooper’s Hawks are common woodland hawks that 
tear through cluttered tree canopies in high-speed pursuit of other birds. A medium-sized hawk 
of the woodlands. Feeding mostly on birds and small mammals, it hunts by stealth, approaching 
its prey through dense cover and then pouncing with a rapid, powerful flight. Once thought 
averse to towns and cities, Cooper’s Hawks are now fairly common urban and suburban birds.  
 
 
 
 
 
Fun Facts: 

• Stealthy Hunters: Cooper's Hawks (Accipiter cooperii) are known for their agility and 

stealth when hunting. They primarily prey on small to medium-sized birds, using surprise 

attacks and swift flight to catch their prey. 

• Size and Appearance: Cooper's Hawks are medium-sized birds of prey, with adults 

typically measuring around 14 to 20 inches (36 to 51 centimeters) in length and weighing 

between 0.5 to 1.5 pounds (230 to 680 grams). They have short, rounded wings and long 

tails, adapted for maneuvering through dense vegetation. 

• Sexual Dimorphism: Female Cooper's Hawks are significantly larger than males, a 

phenomenon known as sexual dimorphism. This difference in size is thought to be related 

to their respective roles in reproduction, with females needing more size and strength for 

egg-laying and incubation. 

• Urban Adaptation: Cooper's Hawks have shown a remarkable ability to adapt to urban 

environments. They can be found nesting and hunting in parks, suburban neighborhoods, 

and even densely populated urban areas where there is an abundance of prey such as 

pigeons and sparrows. 

• Nesting Habits: These hawks build their nests in trees, typically in dense forests or 

wooded areas, although they may also nest in urban parks and gardens. They construct 

their nests using sticks, twigs, and other plant materials, often reusing the same nest site 

in successive years. 

• Migration: While some Cooper's Hawk populations are sedentary, others undertake 

seasonal migrations, moving southward to warmer climates during the winter months. 

Their migration patterns may vary depending on food availability and environmental 

conditions. 

• Aggressive Defense: Cooper's Hawks are fiercely territorial, especially during the 

breeding season. They will vigorously defend their nesting territory against intruders, 

including other hawks and larger birds of prey, using aerial displays and vocalizations to 

deter rivals. 

• Legal Protection: Like all raptors, Cooper's Hawks are protected under various wildlife 

conservation laws and treaties. In the United States, they are covered by the Migratory 



Bird Treaty Act, which prohibits the hunting, capture, or disturbance of these birds and 

their nests without proper permits. 

• Population Recovery: Cooper's Hawks were heavily persecuted in the past due to their 

predation on game birds, leading to population declines. However, conservation efforts 

and legal protections have contributed to their recovery in many areas, and they are now 

considered relatively common in much of their range. 

• Symbolism: Cooper's Hawks have cultural significance in various indigenous cultures and 

folklore. They are often associated with qualities such as strength, agility, and keen vision, 

and may symbolize messages related to hunting, protection, or spiritual guidance. 

 

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) 

 
 

The mournful cooing of the Mourning Dove is one of our most familiar bird sounds. From 

southern Canada to central Mexico, this is one of our most common birds, often abundant in 

open country and along roadsides. Mourning Doves perch on telephone wires and forage for 

seeds on the ground; their flight is fast and bullet straight. When taking off, their wings make a 

sharp whistling or whinnying. 

 

Fun Facts: 

• Common Bird: Mourning Doves (Zenaida macroura) are one of the most widespread and 

abundant bird species in North America. Their adaptability to a variety of habitats, 

including urban areas, makes them a familiar sight to many people. 

• Distinctive Appearance: Mourning Doves are medium-sized birds with long, pointed tails 

and slender bodies. They have soft, buffy-gray plumage with darker wingtips marked by 

black spots. Their most distinctive feature is a black spot on the side of their neck that 

resembles a teardrop. 

• Melancholy Call: The mournful, cooing call of the Mourning Dove gives it its name. Their 

distinctive "coo-oo-oo" call is often heard in the early morning and late afternoon, 

especially during the breeding season and in the vicinity of their nests. 



• Monogamous Pairing: Mourning Doves form monogamous pairs that may stay together 

for multiple breeding seasons. Mated pairs engage in elaborate courtship displays, 

including mutual preening, tail-raising, and "billing" or touching beaks. 

• Nesting Habits: Mourning Doves build flimsy nests made of twigs, grasses, and other plant 

materials, often in trees, shrubs, or on building ledges. They may reuse the same nest site 

multiple times, adding to it with each breeding attempt. 

• Incubation Technique: Both male and female Mourning Doves take turns incubating their 

eggs with each parent sitting on the nest for several hours at a time. This shared 

responsibility helps ensure the eggs are kept warm and protected. 

• Rapid Reproduction: Mourning Doves are prolific breeders capable of raising multiple 

broods in a single breeding season under favorable conditions. Their ability to reproduce 

quickly helps offset high rates of predation and other factors that may affect their survival. 

• Diet: Mourning Doves primarily feed on a variety of seeds from grasses, weeds, and 

cultivated crops. They may also consume small insects and invertebrates, particularly 

during the breeding season when they require additional protein. 

• Longevity: While the average lifespan of Mourning Doves in the wild is relatively short, 

typically around 1 to 5 years, some individuals have been known to live much longer with 

records of individuals surviving for more than 10 years in captivity. 

• Cultural Symbolism: Mourning Doves have symbolic significance in many cultures and 

traditions. They are often associated with peace, love, and tranquility, and their gentle 

demeanor and soothing calls have inspired poets, artists, and musicians throughout 

history. 

 

 

Anna's Hummingbird (Calypte anna)  

 
 



Anna’s Hummingbirds are among the most common hummingbirds along the Pacific Coast. With 

their iridescent emerald feathers and sparkling rose-pink throats, they are more like flying jewelry 

than birds. Though no larger than a ping-pong ball and no heavier than a nickel, Anna’s 

Hummingbirds make a strong impression. 

 

Fun Facts: 

• Vibrant Plumage: Anna's Hummingbirds (Calypte anna) exhibit stunning iridescent 

plumage. Males have bright rose-red throats and crowns, while females and juveniles 

have a more subdued coloration with greenish-gray upperparts and pale undersides. 

• Year-Round Residents: Unlike many other hummingbird species that migrate seasonally, 

Anna's Hummingbirds are year-round residents in their range along the western coast of 

North America, from southern Alaska to northern Baja California. 

• Territorial Behavior: Male Anna's Hummingbirds are highly territorial and will fiercely 

defend feeding territories, particularly during the breeding season. They perform 

impressive aerial displays, including steep dives and fast-paced chases, to deter intruders. 

• Unique Courtship Display: During courtship, male Anna's Hummingbirds perform a 

mesmerizing display known as the "dive display." This involves flying upward to great 

heights before executing a steep, high-speed dive, producing a distinctive whistling sound 

with their tail feathers. 

• Adaptability: Anna's Hummingbirds are highly adaptable and can thrive in a variety of 

habitats, including urban and suburban areas, as long as there are suitable nectar sources 

and perching sites available. 

• Feeding Habits: Like all hummingbirds, Anna's Hummingbirds primarily feed on flower 

nectar to fuel their high metabolism. They are known to visit a wide variety of flowering 

plants, including garden flowers, shrubs, and trees, as well as artificial feeders filled with 

sugar water. 

• Nesting Behavior: Anna's Hummingbirds construct small cup-shaped nests made of plant 

fibers, spider silk, and other soft materials, typically located on horizontal branches or in 

shrubs. They may lay multiple clutches of eggs throughout the breeding season. 

• Fast Flight: Anna's Hummingbirds are incredibly agile flyers, capable of hovering in mid-

air, flying backward, and making rapid direction changes. Their wings beat at an 

astonishing rate of up to 80 times per second during normal flight and even faster during 

courtship displays. 

• Climate Adaptation: Anna's Hummingbirds have demonstrated remarkable adaptability 

to cold temperatures. In colder regions of their range, they can enter a state of torpor 

during cold nights to conserve energy, lowering their metabolic rate and body 

temperature. 

• Conservation Concerns: While Anna's Hummingbird populations are currently stable, 

they face threats from habitat loss, pesticide use, and climate change. Providing suitable 



habitat and maintaining nectar-rich gardens can help support these beautiful birds in 

urban and suburban areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Allen’s hummingbird (Selasphorus sasin) 

 

In early spring, a narrow strip of scrub and chaparral along the Pacific Coast starts buzzing with 

the sights and sounds of the coppery and green Allen's Hummingbird. Males flash their brilliant 

reddish orange throat and put on an elaborate show for the females, swinging in pendulous arcs 

before climbing high into the sky and diving back down with a sharp squeal made by their tails.  

Fun Facts: 

• Distinctive Plumage: Allen's Hummingbirds (Selasphorus sasin) are known for their 

vibrant and iridescent plumage. Males have striking orange-red throats, known as 

"gorgets," which shimmer in the sunlight. Females and juveniles have more muted 

greenish-brown plumage. 

• Range: Allen's Hummingbirds are primarily found along the western coast of North 

America, from Oregon to Southern California. They also inhabit parts of Baja California 

and Mexico. During the winter months, some populations migrate to Mexico and Central 

America. 

• Migratory Behavior: Like many hummingbird species, Allen's Hummingbirds undertake 

seasonal migrations. They breed in temperate regions during the spring and summer 

months before migrating to warmer climates for the winter. Their migration routes can 

vary depending on geographical location. 



• Territoriality: Male Allen's Hummingbirds are highly territorial and will vigorously defend 

feeding territories and nesting sites. They engage in aerial displays, including impressive 

dives and rapid chases, to deter intruders and rival males. 

• Nesting Habits: Allen's Hummingbirds build small cup-shaped nests made of plant fibers, 

moss, and spider silk, typically placed on tree branches or in shrubs. They may lay multiple 

clutches of eggs throughout the breeding season, with females solely responsible for 

incubating and caring for the young. 

• Feeding Preferences: Allen's Hummingbirds primarily feed on flower nectar, using their 

specialized long, slender bills to extract the sweet liquid from a variety of flowering plants. 

They also consume small insects and spiders to supplement their diet with protein. 

• Courtship Displays: During the breeding season, male Allen's Hummingbirds perform 

elaborate courtship displays to attract females. These displays often involve aerial flights, 

rapid wing vibrations producing a buzzing sound, and exaggerated movements to 

showcase their colorful gorgets. 

• Climate Resilience: Allen's Hummingbirds have shown resilience to a wide range of 

environmental conditions, including fluctuating temperatures and habitat disturbances. 

However, they may be vulnerable to habitat loss and degradation caused by human 

activities. 

• Pollination Role: Like other hummingbird species, Allen's Hummingbirds play a crucial 

role in pollinating flowering plants. As they feed on nectar, they inadvertently transfer 

pollen from one flower to another, facilitating plant reproduction and contributing to 

ecosystem health. 

• Conservation Efforts: While Allen's Hummingbird populations are currently stable, 

conservation efforts focused on protecting their natural habitat and providing nectar-rich 

gardens and feeding stations can help support these beautiful birds and ensure their long-

term survival. 

 

Nuttall’s Woodpecker (Picoides nuttailli) 

 
 



A California specialty, Nuttall's Woodpecker extends only a short distance into Baja and rarely 

strays to Oregon. Within its limited range, it is often common wherever oak trees grow. The small 

black-and-white striped Nuttall's Woodpecker hitches up branches and twigs of oaks, willows, 

and cottonwoods. It circles around branches in search of food and sometimes perches crosswise 

on a twig much like a sparrow might do. 

Fun Facts: 

• Identification: Nuttall's Woodpecker (Picoides nuttallii) is a small to medium-sized 

woodpecker found primarily in the western United States and northwestern Mexico. It 

has a distinct black-and-white barred back, a black head with a white stripe extending 

from the bill to the neck, and a white belly with black spots. 

• Habitat: Nuttall's Woodpeckers inhabit a variety of wooded habitats, including oak 

woodlands, riparian forests, and mixed deciduous-coniferous forests. They are commonly 

found in areas with mature trees, especially those with dead wood suitable for foraging 

and nesting. 

• Foraging Behavior: These woodpeckers forage for insects and larvae beneath the bark of 

trees, using their chisel-like bills to excavate small cavities and crevices. They may also 

probe for insects in dead wood and search for food on the ground. 

• Drumming: Like other woodpecker species, Nuttall's Woodpeckers engage in drumming 

behavior as a form of communication. Drumming involves rapid, repetitive pecking on 

resonant surfaces such as tree trunks or branches, which produces a loud, rhythmic sound 

used for territorial defense and attracting mates. 

• Nesting: Nuttall's Woodpeckers excavate nest cavities in dead or decaying trees, typically 

in the vicinity of their foraging territories. Both males and females participate in 

excavating the nest cavity, which may take several weeks to complete. They may also 

reuse old nest sites from previous breeding seasons. 

• Breeding Season: The breeding season for Nuttall's Woodpeckers typically begins in 

spring, with peak activity occurring from March to June. During this time, males engage 

in courtship displays, including aerial flights, drumming, and vocalizations, to attract 

females. 

• Vocalizations: Nuttall's Woodpeckers have a variety of vocalizations, including a series of 

sharp "churr" or "pik" calls used for communication and alarm, as well as softer, more 

melodic calls during courtship and territorial interactions. 

• Territoriality: Nuttall's Woodpeckers are territorial birds, especially during the breeding 

season. They defend their territories against intruders and rival males through 

vocalizations, drumming, and aggressive displays. 

• Conservation: Nuttall's Woodpeckers are not currently considered globally threatened, 

but like many woodpecker species, they may face threats from habitat loss, habitat 

fragmentation, and forest management practices that reduce the availability of suitable 

nesting and foraging habitat. 



• Ecological Importance: Nuttall's Woodpeckers play an important role in forest 

ecosystems by controlling insect populations, aerating soil through their excavation 

activities, and creating cavities used by other bird species for nesting and shelter. They 

are considered keystone species in many habitats where they occur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) 

 

The Black Phoebe is a dapper flycatcher of the western U.S. with a sooty black body and crisp 

white belly. They sit in the open on low perches to scan for insects, often keeping up a running 

series of shrill chirps. Black Phoebes use mud to build cup-shaped nests against walls, overhangs, 

culverts, and bridges. Look for them near any water source from small streams to the suburbs. 

 Fun Facts: 

• Appearance: The Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) is a small, sleek bird with a black body, 

white belly, and distinctive white patches on its wings. It has a relatively long tail and a 

slender bill, which it uses to catch insects. 

• Range: Black Phoebes are native to western North America, ranging from southwestern 

Canada to central Mexico. They inhabit a variety of habitats, including streams, ponds, 

wetlands, parks, and suburban areas. 

• Flycatching Behavior: True to its name, the Black Phoebe is a flycatcher, feeding primarily 

on flying insects such as flies, mosquitoes, and beetles. It perches on low branches, rocks, 

or other structures near water, then sallies out to catch passing insects in mid-air before 

returning to its perch. 

• Vocalizations: Black Phoebes have a distinctive call, often described as a sharp "fee-bee" 

or "phe-bee," which they use to communicate with each other and establish territory 



boundaries. They may also produce softer, more melodious vocalizations during courtship 

and nesting. 

• Nesting Behavior: Black Phoebes construct cup-shaped nests made of mud, moss, grass, 

and other plant materials. They typically build their nests on ledges, cliffs, bridges, 

buildings, or other man-made structures near water. Some pairs may reuse the same nest 

site year after year. 

• Territoriality: Black Phoebes are territorial birds, especially during the breeding season. 

They defend their nesting territories against intruders and rival males through 

vocalizations and aggressive displays. 

• Year-Round Residents: Unlike many migratory bird species, Black Phoebes are often non-

migratory, remaining in their breeding territories year-round. However, some individuals 

may disperse or move short distances in search of food or suitable nesting sites. 

• Adaptability: Black Phoebes are highly adaptable birds, able to thrive in a wide range of 

habitats, from urban areas to remote wilderness. Their ability to utilize man-made 

structures for nesting has allowed them to colonize urban and suburban environments 

successfully. 

• Predator Defense: Black Phoebes may engage in distraction displays to protect their nests 

and young from predators. They may feign injury or fly erratically to draw attention away 

from the nest, diverting potential threats such as snakes, mammals, or other birds. 

• Ecological Importance: Black Phoebes play a valuable role in controlling insect 

populations, particularly those associated with aquatic habitats. By feeding on flying 

insects near water, they help regulate pest populations and maintain ecological balance 

in their ecosystems. 

 

Ash-Throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) 

 

With its pale lemon belly and cinnamon tail, the Ash-throated Flycatcher is reminiscent of a 

desert just before sunset. Its subtle hues help it blend into its surroundings, but notes sputter out 

of its mouth all morning long, giving away its location. Like its close relatives, it nests in holes in 

trees. However, because it lives in dry terrain where trees are often small or scarce, it will resort 



to other sites; nests have been found in such odd places as exhaust pipes, hollow fence posts, 

and mailboxes. 

Fun Facts: 

• Identification: The Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) is a medium-sized 

songbird with a distinctively pale gray throat and breast, contrasting with olive-brown 

upperparts and a cinnamon-colored tail. They have a noticeable eye ring and a relatively 

large bill. 

• Range: Ash-throated Flycatchers are primarily found in western North America, breeding 

from the southwestern United States through Mexico and into Central America. They 

inhabit a variety of habitats, including deserts, scrublands, woodlands, and riparian areas. 

• Flycatching Behavior: True to their name, Ash-throated Flycatchers primarily feed on 

flying insects, which they catch in mid-air using aerial sallies from perches. They often 

return to the same perch after a successful catch. 

• Vocalizations: Ash-throated Flycatchers have a distinctive call, described as a clear, 

plaintive "whit" or "wheet." They may also produce soft, wheezy notes and mimic other 

bird species' calls. 

• Nesting Habits: These flycatchers build cup-shaped nests made of plant fibers, grasses, 

and feathers, typically placed in natural tree cavities, old woodpecker holes, or nest 

boxes. They may also construct nests on ledges or in artificial structures. 

• Migratory Behavior: While some populations of Ash-throated Flycatchers are resident 

year-round in their breeding range, others undertake seasonal migrations. Those 

breeding in the northern part of their range migrate southward to wintering grounds in 

Mexico and Central America. 

• Territoriality: Ash-throated Flycatchers are territorial birds, especially during the 

breeding season. They defend their nesting territories against intruders and rival males 

through vocalizations and aggressive displays. 

• Nesting Material: During nest construction, Ash-throated Flycatchers may use a variety 

of materials, including strips of bark, grasses, hair, and feathers. The nest cup is lined with 

softer materials to provide insulation and cushioning for the eggs and nestlings. 

• Predator Defense: Like many bird species, Ash-throated Flycatchers employ various 

tactics to defend their nests from predators. They may mob predators, such as snakes or 

birds of prey, to drive them away from the nest site and may also engage in distraction 

displays to divert attention from the nest. 

• Conservation Status: While Ash-throated Flycatchers are not currently considered 

globally threatened, they may face habitat loss and degradation from urbanization, 

agriculture, and development. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving their breeding 

habitats are crucial for their long-term survival. 

 

Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis)  



 

The Western Kingbird is a familiar summertime sight in open habitats across western North 

America. This large flycatcher sallies out to capture flying insects from conspicuous perches on 

trees or utility lines, flashing a black tail with white edges. Western Kingbirds are aggressive and 

will scold and chase intruders (including Red-tailed Hawks and American Kestrels) with a snapping 

bill and flared crimson feathers they normally keep hidden under their gray crowns. It frequently 

builds its nest where wires attach to utility poles and may be seen tending its young there even 

along busy city streets. 

Fun Facts: 

• Identification: The Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) is a medium-sized songbird 

with striking black and white plumage. It has a white throat and belly, contrasting with a 

blackish-gray head, back, and wings. Its tail is black with white outer feathers often 

noticeable in flight. 

• Range: Western Kingbirds are found throughout much of western North America, from 

southern Canada to northern Mexico. They inhabit a variety of open habitats, including 

grasslands, savannas, agricultural fields, and riparian areas. 

• Flycatching Behavior: Like other members of the tyrant flycatcher family, Western 

Kingbirds primarily feed on flying insects, which they catch in mid-air using aerial sallies 

from perches. They may also glean insects from vegetation or even hunt on the ground. 

• Vocalizations: Western Kingbirds have a distinctive call, described as a sharp "kip" or "kip-

eeek," which they use for communication and territorial defense. They may also produce 

softer chattering and buzzing sounds during courtship and interactions with other birds. 

• Aggressive Defense: Western Kingbirds are known for their aggressive defense of nesting 

territories. They will mob and chase away much larger birds, including hawks and crows, 

that come too close to their nests. This behavior has earned them the nickname "tyrant" 

flycatchers. 

• Nesting Habits: Western Kingbirds build cup-shaped nests made of plant fibers, grasses, 

and other materials, typically placed in trees, shrubs, or on man-made structures such as 

fence posts or utility poles. They may reuse the same nest site in successive breeding 

seasons. 



• Migration: While some Western Kingbirds are resident year-round in their breeding 

range, others undertake seasonal migrations. Those breeding in the northern part of their 

range migrate southward to wintering grounds in Mexico and Central America. 

• Social Behavior: Western Kingbirds are often seen perching in small groups, especially 

during the non-breeding season. They may engage in social behaviors such as preening 

each other's feathers and engaging in aerial displays. 

• Predator Defense: Western Kingbirds employ various tactics to defend their nests and 

young from predators. In addition to mobbing and chasing away threats, they may also 

engage in distraction displays to draw attention away from the nest site. 

• Conservation Status: Western Kingbirds are generally widespread and common 

throughout their range and are not currently considered globally threatened. However, 

like many bird species, they may face threats from habitat loss, pesticide use, and other 

human activities. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving their breeding habitats are 

crucial for their long-term survival. 

 

Cassin’s Kingbird (Tyrannus vociferans) 

 

An assertive bird of dry open country, the gray and lemon-yellow Cassin's Kingbird hunts flying 

insects from high perches. The bird’s scientific name translates to “vociferous tyrant,” and it fits 

this loud, aggressive songbird well. Males may attack large hawks that pass too close to the nest 

or battle rival kingbirds that enter the nesting territory. Cassin’s Kingbird resembles the 

widespread Western Kingbird but lacks that species’ white outer tail feathers and features a neat 

white throat that stands out against a stormy gray head and breast. 

Fun Facts: 

• Identification: Cassin's Kingbird (Tyrannus vociferans) is a medium-sized songbird with a 

distinctive appearance. It has a grayish-brown back, wings, and tail, a pale-yellow belly, 

and a dark mask through the eyes. Its bill is relatively thick and dark. 

• Range: Cassin's Kingbirds are primarily found in the western United States and Mexico, 

with their range extending from the southwestern United States down through central 

Mexico. They inhabit a variety of open habitats, including grasslands, shrublands, 

woodlands, and agricultural areas. 



• Vocalizations: Cassin's Kingbirds are named for their loud and persistent vocalizations. 

Their call is often described as a sharp and emphatic "wheer" or "wheer-up," which they 

use for communication, territorial defense, and attracting mates. 

• Flycatching Behavior: Like other kingbirds, Cassin's Kingbirds primarily feed on flying 

insects, which they catch in mid-air using aerial sallies from perches. They may also glean 

insects from vegetation or hunt on the ground. 

• Nesting Habits: Cassin's Kingbirds build cup-shaped nests made of plant fibers, grasses, 

and other materials, typically placed in trees, shrubs, or on man-made structures such as 

fence posts or utility poles. They may aggressively defend their nests against intruders, 

including larger birds and mammals. 

• Migratory Behavior: While some Cassin's Kingbirds are resident year-round in their 

breeding range, others undertake seasonal migrations. Those breeding in the northern 

part of their range may migrate southward to wintering grounds in Mexico and Central 

America. 

• Territoriality: Cassin's Kingbirds are known for their territorial behavior, especially during 

the breeding season. They will vigorously defend their nesting territories against intruders 

and rival males through vocalizations, aggressive displays, and aerial chases. 

• Social Behavior: Cassin's Kingbirds are often seen perching in small groups, especially 

outside of the breeding season. They may engage in social behaviors such as preening 

each other's feathers and cooperative foraging. 

• Predator Defense: Cassin's Kingbirds employ various tactics to defend their nests and 

young from predators. In addition to aggressive defense, they may also engage in 

distraction displays to draw attention away from the nest site. 

• Conservation Status: Cassin's Kingbirds are generally widespread and common 

throughout their range and are not considered globally threatened. However, like many 

bird species, they may face threats from habitat loss, pesticide use, and other human 

activities. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving their breeding habitats are important 

for their long-term survival. 

 

California Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma californica) 



 

The “blue jay” of dry lowlands along the Pacific seaboard, the California Scrub-Jay combines deep 

azure blue, clean white underparts, and soft gray-brown.  This is the "blue jay" of parks, 

neighborhoods, and riverside woods near the Pacific Coast. Pairs of California Scrub-Jays are 

often seen swooping across clearings, giving harsh calls, with their long tails flopping in flight. 

They readily come to backyard bird feeders. 

 

Fun Facts: 

• Appearance: The California Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma californica) is a medium-sized bird 

with a striking appearance. It has bright blue plumage on its wings, tail, and head, with a 

grayish-brown back and underparts. Its long tail is often held in a distinctively cocked 

position. 

• Range: As its name suggests, the California Scrub-Jay is primarily found along the western 

coast of North America, from southern Washington state down to Baja California in 

Mexico. It inhabits a variety of habitats, including chaparral, oak woodlands, suburban 

areas, and parks. 

• Social Behavior: California Scrub-Jays are highly social birds often seen in family groups 

or small flocks. They are known for their intelligence and complex social interactions 

including cooperative breeding, where non-breeding individuals help raise the young of 

dominant pairs. 

• Diet: California Scrub-Jays are omnivorous, feeding on a wide variety of food items. Their 

diet includes insects, seeds, fruits, nuts, small vertebrates, and human-provided items 

such as pet food and scraps. They are also known to cache food items for later 

consumption. 

• Vocalizations: California Scrub-Jays are vocal birds with a wide repertoire of calls and 

vocalizations. Their calls include harsh, raucous squawks, whistles, and mimicry of other 



bird species' calls. They use vocalizations for communication within their social groups 

and to alert others to potential threats. 

• Nesting Habits: California Scrub-Jays build cup-shaped nests made of twigs, grasses, and 

other plant materials, typically placed in trees, shrubs, or dense vegetation. Both males 

and females participate in nest construction and incubation of the eggs. 

• Caching Behavior: California Scrub-Jays are known for their remarkable ability to cache 

food items for future consumption. They may bury or hide food items in various locations, 

such as under leaves, in crevices, or even in the ground, using their excellent spatial 

memory to relocate their caches later. 

• Intelligence: California Scrub-Jays are considered one of the most intelligent bird species, 

capable of problem-solving, tool use, and complex social behaviors. They have been 

studied extensively in laboratory settings and have demonstrated impressive cognitive 

abilities, including episodic-like memory. 

• Territoriality: California Scrub-Jays are territorial birds, especially during the breeding 

season. They will vigorously defend their territories against intruders and rival groups, 

often engaging in vocalizations, aggressive displays, and chasing behavior to maintain 

their dominance. 

• Conservation Status: California Scrub-Jays are currently listed as a species of Least 

Concern by the IUCN Red List, indicating that they are not considered globally threatened. 

However, like many bird species, they may face threats from habitat loss, urbanization, 

and climate change in some areas. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving their natural 

habitats are important for their long-term survival. 

 

American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos)  

 

American Crows are familiar over much of the continent: large, intelligent, all-black birds with 

hoarse, cawing voices. They are common sights in treetops, fields, and roadsides, and in habitats 

ranging from open woods and empty beaches to town centers. They usually feed on the ground 

and eat almost anything—typically earthworms, insects and other small animals, seeds, and fruit; 

also, garbage, carrion, and chicks they rob from nests. Their flight style is unique, a patient, 

methodical flapping that is rarely broken up with glides. 



Fun Facts: 

• Range: American Crows are widespread across North America, inhabiting a variety of 

habitats, including forests, fields, parks, suburban areas, and urban environments. They 

are highly adaptable and can thrive in diverse landscapes. 

• Appearance: American Crows are large, all-black birds with a distinctive cawing call. They 

have sturdy black bills, rounded tails, and strong, agile wings. While they may appear 

uniformly black from a distance, close observation may reveal subtle iridescence in their 

plumage. 

• Social Behavior: American Crows are highly social birds, often seen in family groups or 

large flocks, especially outside of the breeding season. They engage in complex social 

interactions, including cooperative foraging, communal roosting, and mobbing of 

predators. 

• Vocalizations: American Crows are known for their wide range of vocalizations, including 

the familiar "caw" call, which can vary in pitch and intensity depending on the context. 

They also produce a variety of other calls, including rattles, clicks, and even mimicry of 

other bird species. 

• Intelligence: American Crows are among the most intelligent bird species, capable of 

problem-solving, tool use, and complex social behaviors. They have demonstrated 

remarkable cognitive abilities in laboratory experiments and field observations, including 

memory, reasoning, and communication skills. 

• Diet: American Crows are omnivorous birds with a diverse diet. They feed on a wide range 

of food items, including insects, small mammals, birds' eggs and nestlings, carrion, seeds, 

fruits, grains, and human-provided items such as garbage and pet food. 

• Nesting Habits: American Crows build bulky, cup-shaped nests made of sticks, twigs, and 

other plant materials, typically placed high in trees. Both males and females participate 

in nest construction and incubation of the eggs, which usually hatch after a couple of 

weeks. 

• Territoriality: American Crows are territorial birds, especially during the breeding season. 

They will vigorously defend their nesting territories against intruders and rival crows, 

often engaging in vocalizations, aggressive displays, and chasing behavior. 

• Communal Roosting: Outside of the breeding season, American Crows may gather in 

large communal roosts, where hundreds or even thousands of individuals congregate at 

dusk to sleep. These roosts provide safety in numbers and may change location 

throughout the year. 

• Cultural Significance: American Crows have been featured in various cultures' folklore, 

mythology, and literature, often symbolizing intelligence, trickery, or foreboding. They 

are also important ecological players, providing valuable ecosystem services such as 

scavenging and seed dispersal. 

 

Least Bell’s Vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus)  



 

This species is federally, and state endangered. Least Bell’s vireo primarily occupies riverine 

riparian habitats that typically feature dense cover within one to two meters of the ground and 

a dense, stratified canopy. Typically, it is associated with southern willow scrub, cottonwood-

willow forest, mule fat scrub, sycamore alluvial woodland, coast live oak riparian forest, arroyo 

willow riparian forest, or mesquite in desert localities. It uses its habitat, which is limited to the 

immediate vicinity of water courses. Though plain in plumage, males sing so energetically and 

distinctively that overlooking them during the breeding season is difficult.  

Fun Facts: 

• Endangered Status: The Least Bell's Vireo is listed as endangered under the U.S. 

Endangered Species Act. Its population declined drastically in the 20th century due to 

habitat loss, degradation, and fragmentation. 

• Habitat: Least Bell's Vireos primarily inhabit riparian woodlands, including streamside 

thickets, willow and cottonwood forests, and other shrubby areas near water bodies. 

They rely on dense vegetation for nesting and foraging. 

• Range: Historically, the Least Bell's Vireo's range extended from Southern California to 

Baja California in Mexico. However, habitat loss and degradation have greatly reduced its 

range, and it is now primarily found in a few localized areas within California. 

• Migration: Least Bell's Vireos are migratory birds, spending the winter months in Mexico 

and Central America before returning to their breeding grounds in California during the 

spring and summer. They migrate primarily at night. 

• Diet: These vireos primarily feed on insects, including caterpillars, beetles, flies, and 

spiders. They forage for insects by gleaning them from leaves and branches or by catching 

them in mid-air. 

• Nesting Behavior: Least Bell's Vireos construct cup-shaped nests made of grasses, bark, 

and plant fibers, which they suspend from the forks of tree branches or shrubs. They often 

build their nests near water sources, where suitable habitat is available. 

• Song: Male Least Bell's Vireos sing to defend territories and attract mates. Their song is a 

series of short, repetitive phrases, often described as a fast and melodious warble. Their 

vocalizations are an important part of their breeding behavior. 

• Conservation Efforts: Conservation efforts to protect the Least Bell's Vireo have included 

habitat restoration, establishment of protected areas, and monitoring of breeding 



populations. These efforts aim to improve habitat quality and connectivity to support the 

species' recovery. 

• Legal Protection: The Least Bell's Vireo is legally protected under the U.S. Endangered 

Species Act and various state laws. Activities that may harm or disturb the species or its 

habitat are regulated to prevent further declines in its population. 

• Collaborative Conservation: Conservation of the Least Bell's Vireo often involves 

collaboration between government agencies, non-profit organizations, researchers, 

landowners, and local communities. These partnerships are essential for implementing 

effective conservation measures and securing the species' future. 

 

Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus)  

 

Bushtits are sprightly, social songbirds that twitter as they fly weakly between shrubs and thickets 

in western North America. Almost always found in lively flocks, they move constantly, often 

hanging upside down to pick at insects or spiders on the undersides of leaves. Flocks of Bushtits 

mix with similar small songbirds like warblers, chickadees, and kinglets while foraging. Bushtits 

weave a very unusual hanging nest, shaped like a soft pouch or sock, from moss, spider webs, 

and grasses. 

Fun Facts: 

• Social Birds: Bushtits are highly social birds, often found in large, active flocks composed 

of family groups and individuals from multiple breeding pairs. They forage, roost, and 

travel together in these cohesive flocks. 

• Appearance: Bushtits are small birds with compact bodies and long tails, giving them a 

distinctive appearance. They have plain grayish-brown plumage overall, with a pale gray 

underside. Their plumage is cryptic, providing camouflage among foliage. 

• Vocalizations: Bushtits are relatively quiet birds, but they do produce a variety of soft, 

high-pitched calls and chirps. These vocalizations are used for communication within 

flocks, including contact calls to stay in touch while foraging. 

• Foraging Behavior: Bushtits are active foragers that primarily feed on insects, spiders, and 

other small invertebrates. They glean insects from leaves, twigs, and bark, often hanging 

upside down or hovering briefly to reach their prey. 



• Nesting Habits: Bushtits build elaborate, pendulous nests made of plant fibers, moss, 

spider silk, and other materials. These intricately woven nests resemble small socks or 

pouches and are typically suspended from the ends of tree branches or shrubs. Both male 

and female bushtits participate in nest construction. 

• Cooperative Breeding: Bushtits exhibit cooperative breeding behavior, with non-

breeding individuals often assisting breeding pairs with nest-building, incubation, and 

feeding of the young. These helpers may be offspring from previous broods or unrelated 

individuals from the same flock. 

• Year-Round Residents: While some populations of Bushtits are migratory, many 

individuals are non-migratory and remain in their breeding territories year-round. They 

may move short distances in response to seasonal changes in food availability and 

weather conditions. 

• Predator Avoidance: Bushtits employ various strategies to avoid predation, including 

staying within the safety of dense foliage, remaining vigilant for potential threats, and 

using alarm calls to alert other flock members to the presence of predators. 

• Ecological Role: Bushtits play an important role in their ecosystems as insect predators, 

helping to control populations of pests and contributing to the overall balance of the 

ecosystem. Their nests also provide shelter and nesting sites for other bird species and 

small mammals. 

• Conservation Status: Bushtits are generally common and widespread throughout their 

range and are not considered threatened or endangered. However, like many bird 

species, they may face threats from habitat loss, urbanization, and climate change in 

some areas. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving their natural habitats are important 

for their continued well-being. 

 

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottus)  

 

This bird's famous song, with its varied repetitions and artful imitations, is heard all day during 

nesting season (and often all night as well). Very common in towns and cities, especially in 

southern areas, the Mockingbird often seeks insects on open lawns. When running in the open it 



may stop every few feet and partly spread its wings, flashing the white wing patches. 

Mockingbirds are bold in defense of their nests, attacking cats and even humans that venture too 

close. 

Fun Facts: 

• Mimicry: Northern Mockingbirds are renowned for their exceptional ability to mimic the 

songs and calls of other bird species, as well as various environmental sounds such as car 

alarms, sirens, and even the sound of other animals. They incorporate these imitations 

into their own melodious songs, which can be complex and varied. 

• Range: Northern Mockingbirds are found throughout North America, from southern 

Canada to Mexico, as well as in parts of the Caribbean. They inhabit a wide range of 

habitats, including urban areas, suburban neighborhoods, parks, gardens, fields, and 

scrublands. 

• Territorial Behavior: Male Northern Mockingbirds are territorial and will vigorously 

defend their territories, especially during the breeding season. They may engage in 

aggressive displays, including wing-fluttering, tail spreading, and chasing intruders to 

maintain their dominance. 

• Appearance: Northern Mockingbirds have a sleek grayish-brown plumage with white 

underparts, prominent white wing patches that are visible in flight, and long tails. They 

have a slender, slightly curved bill and yellow eyes with a bold white eye stripe. 

• Diet: Northern Mockingbirds are omnivorous birds with a diverse diet. They feed on a 

variety of food items, including insects, berries, fruits, seeds, and occasionally small 

reptiles and amphibians. They may also visit bird feeders to supplement their diet. 

• Nesting Habits: Northern Mockingbirds build cup-shaped nests made of twigs, grasses, 

and other plant materials, often placed in dense shrubs, trees, or other vegetation. They 

may construct multiple nests throughout the breeding season, with females responsible 

for incubating the eggs. 

• Song Repertoire: Male Northern Mockingbirds are known to have extensive song 

repertoires, with each individual capable of imitating dozens or even hundreds of 

different sounds. They use their diverse vocalizations to attract mates, establish 

territories, and communicate with other birds. 

• Nocturnal Singing: Northern Mockingbirds are one of the few songbird species known to 

sing at night, especially during the breeding season. This nocturnal singing behavior is 

believed to be related to territory defense and mate attraction. 

• Longevity: Northern Mockingbirds are relatively long-lived birds, with individuals capable 

of surviving for several years in the wild. The oldest known Northern Mockingbird on 

record lived to be at least 14 years old. 

• Cultural Significance: Northern Mockingbirds have been featured in literature, music, and 

folklore throughout history, symbolizing resilience, adaptability, and creativity. They are 

also the state bird of several U.S. states, including Florida, Mississippi, Tennessee, and 

Texas. 



 

 

Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) 

 
In open parklands of the American West, brilliant blue-and-rust Western Bluebirds sit on low 

perches and swoop lightly to the ground to catch insects. Deep blue, rusty, and white, males are 

considerably brighter than the gray-brown, blue-tinged females. This small thrush nests in holes 

in trees or nest boxes and often gathers in small flocks outside of the breeding season to feed on 

insects or berries, giving their quiet, chortling calls. 

 

Fun Facts: 

• Appearance: Western Bluebirds are small to medium-sized songbirds with vibrant blue 

plumage on their backs and heads, contrasting with a rusty-orange breast and throat. 

They have a distinctive blue, black, and white pattern on their wings and tails. Females 

are slightly duller in coloration than males. 

• Range: Western Bluebirds are found primarily in western North America, including parts 

of the western United States, western Canada, and northern Mexico. They inhabit a 

variety of open habitats, including woodlands, meadows, orchards, and suburban areas. 

• Diet: Western Bluebirds are insectivorous birds, feeding primarily on insects such as 

beetles, grasshoppers, caterpillars, and spiders. They may also consume small fruits, 

berries, and seeds, especially during the winter months when insect prey is less abundant. 

• Nesting Habits: Western Bluebirds typically nest in tree cavities or man-made nest boxes. 

They construct cup-shaped nests made of grasses, feathers, and other plant materials, 

often lining the nest cavity with softer materials such as moss or fur. Both males and 

females participate in nest-building and incubation of the eggs. 

• Breeding Season: Western Bluebirds breed during the spring and summer months, with 

nesting typically occurring from March to July. They may raise multiple broods in a single 

breeding season, especially in areas with abundant food resources. 



• Vocalizations: Western Bluebirds have a melodious song consisting of soft, warbling 

notes. They also produce a variety of calls, including short chirps and chattering sounds, 

which they use for communication within their social groups and to establish territories. 

• Social Behavior: Western Bluebirds are generally social birds, often seen in pairs or small 

family groups during the breeding season. They may also gather in larger flocks outside 

of the breeding season, especially during migration or when foraging in areas with 

abundant food. 

• Migration: While some populations of Western Bluebirds are resident year-round in their 

breeding range, others undertake seasonal migrations, moving to lower elevations or 

more southerly latitudes during the winter months. Migration patterns can vary 

depending on local climate and food availability. 

• Conservation: Western Bluebirds faced population declines in the past due to habitat 

loss, pesticide use, and competition with introduced species such as European Starlings 

and House Sparrows for nesting sites. However, conservation efforts, including nest box 

programs and habitat restoration, have helped stabilize populations in many areas. 

• Symbolism: Western Bluebirds are often associated with happiness, hope, and renewal 

in various cultures and folklore. Their bright colors and cheerful songs make them popular 

among birdwatchers and nature enthusiasts.  

 

 

 

Yellow-Rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronate) 

 

Flashing its trademark yellow rump patch as it flies away, calling check for confirmation, this is 

one of our best-known warblers. Yellow-rumped Warblers are impressive in the sheer numbers 

with which they flood the continent each fall. Shrubs and trees fill with the streaky brown-and-

yellow birds and their distinctive, sharp chips. Though the color palette is subdued all winter, 

spring molt brings a transformation, leaving them a dazzling mix of bright yellow, charcoal gray 

and black, and bold white. 

Fun Facts: 



• Distinctive Plumage: The Yellow-rumped Warbler is named for the bright yellow patches 

on its rump, which are prominent field marks. Additionally, it has a yellow throat patch, 

yellow patches on its sides, and a yellow crown. Its back is typically bluish-gray, and it has 

white undersides with black streaking. 

• Variety of Subspecies: The Yellow-rumped Warbler consists of several distinct 

subspecies, including the "Myrtle" Warbler found in eastern North America and the 

"Audubon's" Warbler found in western North America. These subspecies may differ 

slightly in appearance and habitat preferences. 

• Year-Round Residents and Migratory Birds: While some populations of Yellow-rumped 

Warblers are year-round residents in their breeding territories, others undertake long-

distance migrations. During the winter months, many Yellow-rumped Warblers migrate 

southward to warmer regions in the United States, Mexico, Central America, and the 

Caribbean. 

• Versatile Diet: Yellow-rumped Warblers have a diverse diet that includes insects, berries, 

fruits, and seeds. They are particularly well-known for their ability to feed on wax myrtle 

and bayberry fruits, which are high in fat and provide important energy reserves, 

especially during the winter months when insect prey is scarce. 

• Foraging Behavior: Yellow-rumped Warblers use a variety of foraging techniques to 

locate food. They may glean insects from foliage, hover to catch insects in mid-air, or hop 

along branches and twigs while searching for prey. During the winter, they may also 

forage in mixed-species flocks with other songbirds. 

• Nesting Habits: Yellow-rumped Warblers typically nest in coniferous or mixed forests, 

often in dense vegetation or shrubs. Their cup-shaped nests are made of grasses, twigs, 

moss, and other plant materials, lined with softer materials such as feathers or hair. 

Females usually incubate the eggs while males help with feeding the young. 

• Vocalizations: Yellow-rumped Warblers have a variety of vocalizations, including soft 

chirps, chips, and trills. Their song is often described as a musical trill or warble, which 

they use for communication, mate attraction, and territory defense. 

• Colorful Breeding Plumage: During the breeding season, male Yellow-rumped Warblers 

display brighter and more vibrant plumage, with richer colors on their crown, throat, and 

sides. This breeding plumage helps attract mates and establish dominance within their 

breeding territories. 

• Adaptability: Yellow-rumped Warblers are highly adaptable birds that can thrive in a 

variety of habitats, including forests, woodlands, shrublands, parks, and suburban areas. 

Their ability to utilize diverse habitats contributes to their wide distribution across North 

America. 

• Conservation: Yellow-rumped Warblers are currently considered a species of least 

concern in terms of conservation status. However, like many migratory birds, they may 

face threats from habitat loss, climate change, and other human-induced disturbances. 



Conservation efforts aimed at preserving their breeding and wintering habitats are 

important for their long-term survival. 

 

 

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) 

 

A broad black mask lends a touch of highwayman’s mystique to the male Common Yellowthroat. 

Abundant and well-known, the Common Yellowthroat has succeeded by being a nonconformist. 

As the only one of our warblers that will nest in open marshes, it is found in practically every 

reed-bed and patch of cattails from coast to coast. Although it sometimes hides in the marsh, its 

low rough callnote will reveal its presence.  

 

 

Fun Facts: 

• Appearance: Common Yellowthroats are small, lively songbirds with distinctive yellow 

throats and underparts, contrasting with olive-green upperparts. They have a black mask 

covering their eyes and a white belly. Males have a broader black mask compared to 

females. 

• Range: Common Yellowthroats are found throughout North and Central America, 

breeding across much of the United States and Canada, as well as parts of Mexico and 

Central America. They inhabit a variety of wetland and shrubby habitats, including 

marshes, meadows, stream edges, and gardens. 

• Foraging Behavior: Common Yellowthroats are primarily insectivorous, feeding on a 

variety of small insects and spiders. They forage low to the ground, hopping among 

vegetation and foliage while searching for prey. They may also glean insects from leaves 

and stems or catch them in mid-air. 

• Song and Vocalizations: Male Common Yellowthroats are known for their distinctive 

"wichity-wichity-wichity" song, which they sing from prominent perches within their 



territories. They also produce a variety of other vocalizations, including short chipping 

calls and harsh scolding notes. 

• Nesting Habits: Common Yellowthroats build cup-shaped nests made of grasses, leaves, 

and other plant materials, often concealed within dense vegetation or shrubs. The female 

constructs the nest and incubates the eggs, while both parents help feed and care for the 

young. 

• Migratory Behavior: Common Yellowthroats are migratory birds, with populations in the 

northern parts of their range migrating southward to warmer regions for the winter. 

Some populations may migrate relatively short distances, while others undertake long-

distance migrations to Central America and the Caribbean. 

• Territoriality: Male Common Yellowthroats are territorial birds, vigorously defending 

their breeding territories against intruders and rival males. They may engage in aggressive 

displays, including wing-fluttering, tail spreading, and chasing behavior, to establish 

dominance. 

• Polygynous Mating System: Common Yellowthroats exhibit a polygynous mating system, 

with males often mating with multiple females within their territories. Females typically 

build multiple nests and raise the young independently, while males provide some 

assistance with feeding. 

• Habitat Loss and Conservation: Common Yellowthroats may face threats from habitat 

loss and degradation, especially in areas where wetlands and shrubby habitats are being 

destroyed or fragmented. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving and restoring their 

breeding and wintering habitats are crucial for their long-term survival. 

• Cultural Significance: Common Yellowthroats are beloved by birdwatchers and nature 

enthusiasts for their bright plumage, energetic behavior, and distinctive song. They 

contribute to the diversity and beauty of wetland and shrubland ecosystems and serve as 

important indicators of habitat health. 

 

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) 

 

This is a Species of Special Concern through California Department of Fish and Wildlife. The 

bright, sweet song of the Yellow Warbler is a familiar sound in streamside willows and woodland 



edges.  In summer, the buttery yellow males sing their sweet, whistled song from willows, wet 

thickets, and roadsides across almost all of North America. The females and immatures aren’t as 

bright, and lack the male’s rich chestnut streaking, but their overall warm yellow tones, 

unmarked faces, and prominent black eyes help pick them out. 

Fun Facts: 

• Vibrant Plumage: Yellow Warblers are small songbirds known for their bright yellow 

plumage, which extends from their head to their underparts. They have olive-colored 

wings and backs, and males often display reddish streaks on their breasts during the 

breeding season. 

• Range: Yellow Warblers are found throughout North and Central America, breeding 

across much of the continent from Alaska and Canada to parts of Mexico and Central 

America. They also winter in these regions and can be found in a variety of habitats, 

including forests, wetlands, shrublands, and urban areas. 

• Migratory Behavior: Yellow Warblers are migratory birds, undertaking long-distance 

migrations between their breeding and wintering grounds. Some populations migrate 

thousands of miles between North and South America, while others may migrate shorter 

distances within their range. 

• Song: Yellow Warblers have a distinctive, musical song consisting of a series of short, 

sweet notes often described as "sweet-sweet-sweet, I'm so sweet." They use their songs 

to establish territories, attract mates, and communicate with other birds. 

• Foraging Habits: Yellow Warblers primarily feed on insects and other small invertebrates, 

which they glean from foliage, twigs, and bark. They may also catch insects in mid-air or 

probe for prey in flowers and leaf clusters. During the winter months, they may 

supplement their diet with berries and fruits. 

• Nesting Behavior: Yellow Warblers build cup-shaped nests made of grasses, leaves, and 

other plant materials, often placed in dense vegetation or shrubs. The female constructs 

the nest and incubates the eggs, while the male may assist with feeding and defending 

the territory. 

• Multiple Broods: Yellow Warblers are known for their high reproductive output, often 

raising multiple broods of chicks in a single breeding season. This reproductive strategy 

helps offset high nest predation rates and ensures the survival of at least some offspring. 

• Predator Defense: Yellow Warblers employ various tactics to defend their nests and 

young from predators, including mobbing behavior, alarm calls, and distraction displays. 

They may also choose nest sites with dense vegetation to conceal their nests from 

predators. 

• Conservation Status: Yellow Warblers are generally common and widespread throughout 

their range and are not considered globally threatened. However, like many migratory 

birds, they may face threats from habitat loss, climate change, and other human-induced 

disturbances. 



• Cultural Significance: Yellow Warblers are beloved by birdwatchers and nature 

enthusiasts for their bright colors, cheerful songs, and energetic behavior. They 

contribute to the biodiversity and ecological balance of their habitats and serve as 

important indicators of habitat health. 

 

California Towhee (Pipilo crissalis) 

 

California Towhee may be tireless knocking at a window or car mirror: these common backyard 

birds habitually challenge their reflections. But California Towhees are at heart birds of the 

tangled chaparral and other hot scrublands of California and Oregon. You’re as likely to hear their 

bright chip notes along a secluded trail as on your way out your front door. 

Fun Facts: 

• Distribution: The California Towhee is a species of bird endemic to the western United 

States, primarily found in California, but also in parts of Oregon, Nevada, and Baja 

California in Mexico. They inhabit a variety of habitats, including chaparral, shrublands, 

gardens, parks, and suburban areas. 

• Appearance: California Towhees are medium-sized sparrows with a plain brown overall 

appearance. They have a long, rounded tail, a short, thick bill, and reddish-brown eyes. 

Adult males and females have similar plumage, although males may have slightly darker 

coloring. 

• Foraging Behavior: California Towhees are ground-foraging birds, typically scratching 

through leaf litter and debris in search of food. They primarily feed on seeds, insects, 

fruits, and berries, as well as small invertebrates found in the soil. 

• Vocalizations: California Towhees have a distinctive song consisting of a series of clear, 

metallic "chink" notes, often repeated several times. They also produce a variety of other 

vocalizations, including calls resembling a sharp "tink" or "tink-tink." 

• Nesting Habits: California Towhees build cup-shaped nests made of twigs, grasses, leaves, 

and other plant materials, typically placed on or near the ground, often hidden within 

dense vegetation or shrubs. Both males and females participate in nest-building and 

incubation of the eggs. 



• Territoriality: California Towhees are territorial birds, especially during the breeding 

season. They vigorously defend their territories against intruders and rival towhees, often 

engaging in aggressive displays, including wing-fluttering, tail spreading, and 

vocalizations. 

• Year-Round Residents: California Towhees are non-migratory birds, remaining in their 

breeding territories year-round. However, they may undergo some seasonal movements 

within their range in response to changes in food availability and weather conditions. 

• Diet: California Towhees have a diverse diet that includes a wide variety of seeds, fruits, 

insects, and other small invertebrates. They may also visit bird feeders to consume seeds 

and other offerings. 

• Role in Ecosystem: California Towhees play an important role in their ecosystems as seed 

dispersers, insect predators, and contributors to nutrient cycling. They help control insect 

populations and contribute to the spread of seeds from plants they consume. 

• Conservation Status: California Towhees are considered common and widespread 

throughout much of their range and are not currently considered threatened or 

endangered. However, like many bird species, they may face threats from habitat loss, 

urbanization, and other human-induced disturbances. Conservation efforts aimed at 

preserving their natural habitats are important for their continued well-being. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) 

 

The Spotted Towhee is a large, striking sparrow of sun-baked thickets of the West. When you 

catch sight of one, they’re gleaming black above (females are grayish brown), spotted and striped 

with brilliant white. Their warm rufous flanks match the dry leaves they spend their time hopping 

around in.  



Fun Facts: 

• Distribution: The Spotted Towhee is a species of bird native to North America, primarily 

found in the western and southwestern parts of the continent, from southern Canada to 

Mexico. It prefers habitats with dense vegetation, including forests, woodlands, 

shrublands, and brushy areas. 

• Appearance: Spotted Towhees are medium-sized sparrows with a striking appearance. 

They have a black head, upperparts, and throat, with white spots on their wings and back. 

Their underparts are typically rusty-orange or chestnut-colored, with white on the belly. 

They have bright red eyes. 

• Vocalizations: Spotted Towhees have a distinctive song consisting of a series of short, 

clear notes often described as "drink your teeeeeaaa." They also produce a variety of calls, 

including a sharp "tik" or "chew" call, often given in response to threats or to 

communicate with other towhees. 

• Foraging Behavior: Spotted Towhees forage primarily on the ground, scratching through 

leaf litter and debris in search of insects, seeds, fruits, and other food items. They may 

also hop along branches or fly short distances to capture prey. 

• Nesting Habits: Spotted Towhees build cup-shaped nests made of twigs, grasses, leaves, 

and other plant materials, typically placed on or near the ground, often hidden within 

dense vegetation or shrubs. Both males and females participate in nest-building and 

incubation of the eggs. 

• Territoriality: Spotted Towhees are territorial birds, vigorously defending their breeding 

territories against intruders and rival towhees. They may engage in aggressive displays, 

including wing-fluttering, tail spreading, and vocalizations, to establish dominance. 

• Year-Round Residents: Spotted Towhees are non-migratory birds, remaining in their 

breeding territories year-round. However, they may undergo some seasonal movements 

within their range in response to changes in food availability and weather conditions. 

• Diet: Spotted Towhees have a diverse diet that includes a wide variety of seeds, fruits, 

insects, and other small invertebrates. They may also visit bird feeders to consume seeds 

and other offerings. 

• Role in Ecosystem: Spotted Towhees play an important role in their ecosystems as seed 

dispersers, insect predators, and contributors to nutrient cycling. They help control insect 

populations and contribute to the spread of seeds from plants they consume. 

• Conservation Status: Spotted Towhees are considered common and widespread 

throughout much of their range and are not currently considered threatened or 

endangered. However, like many bird species, they may face threats from habitat loss, 

urbanization, and other human-induced disturbances. Conservation efforts aimed at 

preserving their natural habitats are important for their continued well-being. 

 

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 



 

Very widespread in North America, this melodious sparrow is among the most familiar birds in 

some areas, such as the Northeast and Midwest. A rich, russet-and-gray bird with bold streaks 

down its white chest, the Song Sparrow is one of the most familiar North American sparrows. 

Don’t let the bewildering variety of regional differences this bird shows across North America 

deter you: it’s one of the first species you should suspect if you see a streaky sparrow in an open, 

shrubby, or wet area. 

Fun Facts: 

• Range: Song Sparrows are widely distributed throughout North America, breeding from 

Alaska and Canada across the continental United States and into parts of Mexico. They 

also winter in these regions and can be found in a variety of habitats, including grasslands, 

wetlands, shrublands, gardens, and urban areas. 

• Appearance: Song Sparrows are medium-sized sparrows with a streaked brown back, 

grayish breast, and white belly. They have a distinctive dark spot in the center of their 

chest and often have streaks on their sides. Individual variation in plumage can be 

significant across different populations. 

• Song: As their name suggests, Song Sparrows are known for their melodious and varied 

songs. They have a musical, jumbled song that typically consists of a series of clear notes, 

trills, and whistles, often with repeated phrases. Each individual may have its own unique 

variation of the song. 

• Foraging Behavior: Song Sparrows primarily forage on the ground, scratching through leaf 

litter, grass, and soil in search of seeds, insects, and other small invertebrates. They may 

also feed on berries, fruits, and plant matter, especially during the winter months. 

• Nesting Habits: Song Sparrows build cup-shaped nests made of grasses, twigs, and other 

plant materials, typically placed in low shrubs, grasses, or thick vegetation. The female 

constructs the nest and incubates the eggs, while both parents help feed and care for the 

young. 

• Territoriality: Male Song Sparrows are territorial birds, vigorously defending their 

breeding territories against intruders and rival sparrows. They may engage in aggressive 

displays, including wing-fluttering, tail spreading, and vocalizations, to establish 

dominance. 



• Migratory Behavior: While some populations of Song Sparrows are resident year-round 

in their breeding territories, others undertake seasonal migrations, moving to lower 

elevations or more southerly latitudes during the winter months. Migration patterns can 

vary depending on local climate and food availability. 

• Diet: Song Sparrows have a diverse diet that includes a wide variety of seeds, insects, 

spiders, and other small invertebrates. They may also consume fruits, berries, and plant 

matter, especially during the winter when insect prey is less abundant. 

• Conservation Status: Song Sparrows are considered common and widespread throughout 

much of their range and are not currently considered threatened or endangered. 

However, like many bird species, they may face threats from habitat loss, urbanization, 

and other human-induced disturbances. Conservation efforts aimed at preserving their 

natural habitats are important for their continued well-being. 

• Cultural Significance: Song Sparrows are beloved by birdwatchers and nature enthusiasts 

for their sweet songs, subtle beauty, and adaptability to a wide range of habitats. They 

contribute to the biodiversity and ecological balance of their ecosystems and serve as 

important indicators of habitat health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bullock’s Oriole (Icterus bullockii) 

 
 

Nimble canopy-gleaners of open woodlands in the western U.S., Bullock's Orioles dangle upside 

down from branches while foraging and weaving their remarkable hanging nests. Adult males are 

flame-orange with a neat line through the eye and a white wing patch; females are washed in 



gray and orange. In addition to insects, they eat fruit and nectar—a trait some bird watchers 

capitalize on by offering nectar, jelly, and orange halves in summer backyards. 

Fun Facts: 

• Appearance: Bullock's Orioles are medium-sized songbirds with a distinctive black, 

orange, and white plumage. Adult males have a vibrant orange-yellow body with a black 

back, wings, and throat. They also have a black eyeline extending through the eye. 

Females and immature birds have more subdued colors, with yellowish underparts and 

olive-gray backs. 

• Range: Bullock's Orioles breed in western North America, from British Columbia, 

Canada, south to Mexico. They inhabit a variety of open woodlands, riparian areas, and 

urban parks with scattered trees, where they build their nests and forage for food. 

• Migration: Bullock's Orioles are migratory birds. During the breeding season, they are 

found in their northern range, while in the winter, they migrate to Mexico and Central 

America. Their migration route takes them through the western United States. 

• Nesting Habits: Bullock's Orioles build intricate hanging nests woven from grass, plant 

fibers, and other materials, typically suspended from the tips of branches in trees or 

shrubs. The female constructs the nest, while the male may assist by providing 

materials. 

• Diet: Bullock's Orioles primarily feed on insects, including caterpillars, beetles, ants, and 

grasshoppers. They also consume nectar from flowers, especially during the breeding 

season when they may supplement their diet with fruit and berries. 

• Vocalizations: Bullock's Orioles have a varied and melodious song consisting of whistles, 

warbles, and chatter-like notes. Their vocalizations are often heard during the breeding 

season as males sing to attract mates and establish territories. 

• Behavior: Bullock's Orioles are agile and acrobatic birds, often observed flitting among 

the branches of trees and shrubs in search of food. They may also visit bird feeders 

stocked with nectar, suet, or fruit. 

• Relationship with Humans: Bullock's Orioles are popular among birdwatchers and 

backyard bird enthusiasts for their beauty and cheerful songs. They may visit gardens 

and orchards, where they help control insect populations. 

• Conservation Status: Bullock's Orioles are generally common and widespread 

throughout their range and are not considered globally threatened. However, like many 

migratory birds, they may face threats from habitat loss, pesticides, and climate change. 

• Hybridization: Bullock's Oriole sometimes hybridizes with the Baltimore Oriole where 

their ranges overlap in the Great Plains. The resulting offspring, known as "intergrades," 

show a mix of characteristics from both parent species. These hybrids are more 

commonly found in areas where their ranges overlap. 

 

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) 



 

Black and brilliant yellow-orange flash across the sky when male Hooded Orioles dash through 

open woodlands and yards of the southwestern United States. Following close behind are the 

pale-yellow females. This oriole is often common in the trees along streams and in suburbs. It is 

especially likely to be seen around palms, frequently attaching its hanging nest to the underside 

of a palm frond. In yards and gardens, it often visits hummingbird feeders to drink the sugar-

water. 

Fun Facts: 

• Appearance: Hooded Orioles are medium-sized songbirds with striking yellow and black 

plumage. Adult males have bright yellow bodies with black wings, back, and throat, along 

with a distinctive black hood that extends from the throat to the nape of the neck. 

Females and immature birds have duller yellow underparts and lack the black hood, often 

resembling large yellow warblers. 

• Range: Hooded Orioles are primarily found in the southwestern United States and 

northwestern Mexico. They inhabit a variety of habitats, including desert oases, riparian 

woodlands, suburban areas with palm trees, and parks with flowering shrubs. 

• Migration: Hooded Orioles are migratory birds. During the breeding season, they are 

found in their northern range, while in the winter, they migrate to Mexico and Central 

America. Their migration route takes them through the southwestern United States. 

• Nesting Habits: Hooded Orioles build pendulous nests woven from fibers, grasses, and 

plant materials, typically suspended from the tips of palm fronds or other vegetation. The 

female constructs the nest, while the male may assist by providing materials. 

• Diet: Hooded Orioles have a varied diet that includes insects, nectar from flowers, fruits, 

and berries. They are particularly fond of nectar-rich flowers, such as those found on 

agave, yucca, and trumpet vines, which they consume using their specialized brush-tipped 

tongues. 

• Vocalizations: Hooded Orioles have a rich and melodious song consisting of whistles, 

warbles, and chattering notes. Their vocalizations are often heard during the breeding 

season as males sing to attract mates and establish territories. 



• Behavior: Hooded Orioles are agile and acrobatic birds, often observed flitting among the 

branches of trees and shrubs in search of food. They may also visit backyard feeders 

stocked with nectar, fruit, or jelly. 

• Relationship with Humans: Hooded Orioles are popular among birdwatchers and 

backyard bird enthusiasts for their beauty and cheerful songs. They may nest in 

residential areas with suitable habitat, bringing joy to those who observe them. 

• Conservation Status: Hooded Orioles are generally common and widespread throughout 

their range and are not considered globally threatened. However, like many migratory 

birds, they may face threats from habitat loss, pesticides, and climate change. 

• Hybridization: Hooded Orioles sometimes hybridize with other oriole species, such as the 

Bullock's Oriole, where their ranges overlap. The resulting offspring may show 

characteristics of both parent species and are known as "intergrades." Hybridization can 

occur in areas with overlapping ranges or during migration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) 

 
 

Adaptable, colorful, and cheery-voiced, House Finches are common from coast to coast today, 

familiar visitors to backyard feeders. Their cheerful red head and breast of males, and the bird’s 

long, twittering song, can now be heard in most of the neighborhoods of the continent.  

Fun Facts: 



• Range: House Finches are native to the western United States and Mexico. However, they 

have been introduced to the eastern United States and other parts of the world, where 

they have established populations. 

• Appearance: Male House Finches have a distinctive red plumage on their head, throat, 

and chest, while females have more subdued brown and streaked plumage. Both sexes 

have thick, conical bills adapted for eating seeds. 

• Song: House Finches have a varied and melodious song consisting of warbles, trills, and 

chirps. They are known for their cheerful and persistent singing, especially during the 

breeding season. 

• Diet: House Finches primarily feed on seeds, including those from grasses, weeds, and 

flowers. They also eat fruits, berries, and occasionally insects, especially during the 

breeding season when they need extra protein for raising their young. 

• Nesting Habits: House Finches build cup-shaped nests made of twigs, grasses, and other 

plant materials, typically placed in shrubs, trees, or on ledges. They may also use nest 

boxes or other man-made structures. Both males and females participate in nest-building 

and incubation of the eggs. 

• Breeding Season: House Finches breed from late winter to early summer, with nesting 

activity peaking in the spring months. They may raise multiple broods in a single breeding 

season, especially in areas with abundant food resources. 

• Social Behavior: House Finches are social birds that often gather in flocks, especially 

during the non-breeding season. They may form mixed-species flocks with other seed-

eating birds, such as sparrows and goldfinches, while foraging. 

• Adaptability: House Finches are highly adaptable birds that can thrive in a variety of 

habitats, including urban and suburban areas. They are commonly seen in backyard 

feeders, where they readily consume seeds and other offerings. 

• Conservation Status: House Finches are abundant and widespread throughout their 

range and are not considered threatened or endangered. However, they may face threats 

from habitat loss, urbanization, and diseases such as conjunctivitis, which can affect their 

populations. 

• Cultural Significance: House Finches are popular among birdwatchers and backyard bird 

enthusiasts for their bright colors, cheerful songs, and frequent visits to feeders. They 

contribute to the biodiversity and ecological balance of their habitats and serve as 

important indicators of habitat health. 

 

Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria) 



 
 

Very common in parts of the West, this tiny finch is easy to overlook until one learns its chiming 

and twittering callnotes. Jabbering clouds of yellow, green, and black Lesser Goldfinches gather 

in scrubby oak, cottonwood, and willow habitats of the western U.S., or visit suburban yards for 

seeds and water. Small flocks of Lesser Goldfinches are often found feeding in weedy fields or in 

streamside trees. Two color patterns occur in the United States, and males in some areas may be 

either green-backed or black-backed. The complicated song of the male usually includes short 

imitations of the voices of other birds. 

Fun Facts: 

• Range: Lesser Goldfinches are primarily found in the western half of North America, from 

Canada down to Central America. They inhabit a variety of habitats, including open 

woodlands, scrublands, gardens, parks, and urban areas. 

• Appearance: Lesser Goldfinches are small birds with bright yellow underparts, black 

wings and tails, and distinctive white patches on their wings. Adult males typically have a 

black cap and back, while females and immature birds have duller colors and lack the 

black cap. 

• Diet: Lesser Goldfinches primarily feed on seeds, especially those from native plants such 

as sunflowers, thistles, and grasses. They also consume small insects, especially during 

the breeding season when protein-rich food is needed for raising their young. 

• Song and Vocalizations: Lesser Goldfinches have a cheerful and melodious song 

consisting of warbles, trills, and twitters. Their vocalizations are often described as tinkling 

or bubbling and can be heard throughout the day, especially during the breeding season. 

• Nesting Habits: Lesser Goldfinches build cup-shaped nests made of fine grasses, plant 

fibers, and other materials, typically placed in shrubs or trees. The female constructs the 

nest, while the male may assist by providing materials. They may raise multiple broods in 

a single breeding season. 

• Breeding Season: Lesser Goldfinches breed from late spring to early summer, with nesting 

activity peaking in the summer months. They may build their nests in a variety of habitats, 

including gardens, parks, and natural areas. 



• Migration: While some populations of Lesser Goldfinches are resident year-round in their 

breeding territories, others undertake seasonal migrations, moving to lower elevations or 

more southerly latitudes during the winter months. Migration patterns can vary 

depending on local climate and food availability. 

• Social Behavior: Lesser Goldfinches are often seen in small flocks, especially during the 

non-breeding season. They may form mixed-species flocks with other seed-eating birds, 

such as sparrows and finches, while foraging for food. 

• Conservation Status: Lesser Goldfinches are common and widespread throughout much 

of their range and are not considered threatened or endangered. However, like many 

songbirds, they may face threats from habitat loss, urbanization, and climate change. 

• Cultural Significance: Lesser Goldfinches are popular among birdwatchers and backyard 

bird enthusiasts for their bright colors, cheerful songs, and acrobatic flight. They are 

frequent visitors to bird feeders stocked with nyjer seed, sunflower seeds, and other 

offerings. 

 


